Client Memorandum: How We Charge for Legal Services

Your attorney charges you at a set hourly rate.  This hourly rate may be different depending on the attorney you have representing you.  You are also charged an hourly rate for paralegal/clerical services.

An attorney or paralegal/clerical person charges you when he/she “works” on your case.  “Works” means any time spent on your matter.  This includes all documents drafted, correspondences, court appearances, client meetings, conversations with any person affiliated with the case including opposition counsel or court personnel, telephone calls, and in some cases, email communications.

You are also charged for all actual costs incurred.  For example, court filing fees, deposition fees, service of process charges, etc.

In return, you are not charged for various overhead items, such as general copying and mailing costs, local traveling costs, etc.

In general, when you hire an attorney and his/her staff, you pay for their actual time spent working on your case.  You do not spend time on all the other things that are incidental to the work we do for you.

Thus, to keep costs down, work as closely as you can with your attorney and his staff.  Follow deadlines that are set.  Keep your attorney informed on any changing circumstances.

